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I.—FOREIGN POLITICS. 


Tue special frontier correspondent of the Samay of the 22nd September 
thus writes from Hazara about Kalat affairs— 

Gohar Khan, Gohar Khan has not yet desisted from his 

efforts. Insome places he is showing open fight, and 

in others proclaiming a jehad. He is issuing innumerable proclamations written in 

Persian, Urdu, and Pusht. The language of these proclamations is in the 

highest degree stirring and full of the spirit characteristic of the yavana race. 

Every tg < of the proclamation contains a reference to Muhammad and 

the Koran. The following is a literal translation of the 5th and 6th paragraphs 
of the Pusht proclamation :— 

Fifth paragraph.—“ All the frontier States of India, with the exception of 
Cashmere, are well governed by Mussalman rulers, who are followers of Muham- 
mad, and who practise the religion of the Koran. To speak the truth, English- 
men, who are Christians, have no connection with them. And supposing that 
they have any connection, it is a friendly one, and not the sort of connection 
which exists betwee food and its consumer. Englishmen, who are the followers 
of Jesus, want to make the Mussalmans, who are the followers of Muhammad, 
their food; to convert all the world to Christianity, and by that means to anni- 
hilate the very name of the Mussalman, to destroy the glory of Muhammad, to 
burn the Koran after having trampled upon it, and to cut into pieces the whole 
girdle of Mussalman power. The Mussalman will not be able to tolerate all this; 
he will not be able to see all this with hiseyes. Therefore, come, let us protect 
our wealth, honour, religion, and lives.” 

Sizth paragraph.— Will Jesus sit in the place of Muhammad? Will the 
Bible of the Jews occupy the place of the Koran which satisfies all wants of 
humanity ? Will the de-iman Seong white men occupy the countries of 
the Mussalmans? Come, therefore, and let us protect our wealth, religion, 
wives and prosperity. Make haste, rise, be ready, the fire of danger has 
broken out.’ 

Gohar Khan possesses extraordinary learning and intelligence. It is said 
that he knows seven languages and, according to some, English also. One of the 
Khan’s sons is reading in the Anglo-Oriental College of Sir Syed Ahmed, of 
Aligur. Sir Syed kept the matter secret until it was first discovered by a 
Eurasian informer, named Cecil D’Rozario, residing in Mott’s Lane, Calcutta. 

2, The frontier correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 23rd September 

ie Wine tate has the followimg :— 


RoBBING THE KHAN OF KALAT OF HIS JEWELS. 


When the Khan Saheb of Kalat was being removed from Quetta, his neck™ 
lace of immense value was taken off his neck, and even the bangles which he 
wore were taken possession of. The money that was found in his treasury has 
not been sent with him, and as for his gold ring, set with five diamonds (price 
forty thousand rupees), God only knows who has taken it or where it was 
taken!! ‘I'he ruler of Kalat went away shedding tears like the pale rain cloud, 
and very soon after getting into his carriage exclaimed “ Khoda,” ‘ Khoda.” 
I heard with my own ears how that word “‘Khoda,” expressive of avery extra- 
ordinary sentiment, was extraordinarily uttered, and I shall never forget the lesson 
which this illustration of the transitorimess of the world and of the vicissitudes 
of fortune has so deeply impressed on my mind. 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


3. The Sanjivani of the 23rd September says that the complaint re- 

Mr. Driberg, Inspector-General ony made by the Cachar tea-planters and the 

of Police, Assam. people of Assam in general respecting the high- 
handedness of the police is not without foundation. Mr. Driberg, the present 
Inspector General of the Assam Police, who is said to be a Eurasian, and who 
as been promoted from an insignificant situation to his present high office, 

cannot effectually control his subordinates. In fact, it is said that the 
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District Superintendents of Police, who are generally sons of civiliansand other 
high officials of Government, do not show due respect to Mr. Driberg; and the 
latter, conscious of his own weak points, has no alternative but to put up with 
his situation as best he may. He has become old, and it behoves him both for 
his own sake and for the sake of the people of Assam to retire as early as 
ossible. 
: 4, The Bangavasi of the 23rd September says that recently one Hari- 
A highway murder in the Charan Mitra, who was carrying some money, was 
Burdwan district. attacked and killed by three éathials near the marsh 
between Danga-Faridpur and Uchitpur within the jurisdiction of the Jamalpur 
thana, in the Burdwan district. And some time ago a nephew of Haricharan 
was attacked by Jathials near the same place. It behoves the police to investi- 
gate the case thoroughly and bring the offenders to justice. It is not to the 


credit of British rule that such highway robberies should be still possible in 
India. : 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Banganivast of the 25th August vaunts that it is the first to 

Publication of the Secretary of Publish the Secretary of State’s despatch on the 

Stute’s despatch about the High subject of the High Court and the Government, 

Court and the Government. which it has been able to procure somehow or 
other. 

6. The Burdwan a", of oc Mag September has the following 

s 2 regarding “The Deputy Babu:—” 

ee ee ’ Tho Deputy adiAinies may be divided into 
three classes. ‘To one class belong men who are well educated, well versed in 
the law and possessed of sound judgment. ‘These men also know the condition 
of the country and its people, can weigh evidence properly, and never punish 
a@ man on insufficient or unsatisfactory evidence. They are thoroughly inde- 
pendent, and the fear of losing their appointments or obtaining no promotion 
does not influence them in the least in the discharge of their duties. The 
writer entertains the very highest respect for these men, and the reflections 
which he makes from time to timeon Deputy Magistrates must not be supposed 
to have any reference to them. 

There is another class of Deputy Magistrates who are educated, intelligent 
and acquainted with the manners and customs of the people, but who have no 
independence. These men are in perpetual fear of their official superiors, and 
no one sent up to them by the police for trial has any chance of escape at their 
hands. They are more anxious to improve their own position in the service 
than to do justice to the persons who are brought before them for trial. 

There isa third class of Depaty Magistrates who have no morality, no intel- 
ligence, no common sense, and who possess a very imperfect knowledge of the law. 
It is their firm resolve to send to jail all who are brought before them as asamis, 
no matter whether there is proof of their guilt or not. They think that they are 
paid by Government simply to increase the jail population. In their opinion 
all witnesses giving evidence on behalf of the prosecution are as truthful us 
Judhishthira, whilst those giving evidence on behalf of the defence are liars. 
These Deputy Magistrates are the enemies of their sovereign, their country and 
their cape By their lawless conduct in the courts they make the people 
disloyal and bring the administration of justice into contempt. They are fiends 
in human shape. The sovereign should pluck up by the root these poison trees 
that are growing in the beautiful garden of her state. 

7. ‘The Sahachar of the 20th September says that on appeal the District 


The Jaugram abduction case Judge of Burdwan has let off the accused in the 
| oe Jaugram abduction case with a fine of Rs. 50. 


But considering the gravity of his offence the man must be admitted to have 
been very lightly dealt with. 


8. The Hilavadi, of the 21st September says that the sentence of death 

Prayer for the commutation of passed on three men at the Backergunge Sessions and 
ee he *" subsequently confirmed by the High Court, should 
_ be commuted to one of transportation for life. 
hese men took part, it is true, ina murderous riot, but did not actually tuke 
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the life of any one with theirown hands. Mr. Justice Trevelyan was opposed 
to sentencing them to death, and the opinion of that learned Judge ought to 
carry great weight with Government. Section 302 of the Penal Code, under 
which the sentence of death has been passed, also provides for the infliction 
of the alternative sentence of transportation for life. The whole High Court 
Bar as well as many respectable people have prayed fora commutation of the 
sentence. The Lieutenant-Governor will therefore be pleased to exercise his 
prerogative of mercy on their behalf. 

9. The Samay, of the 22nd September says that though the Indian Penal 
Code provides three years’ imprisonment as the 
maximum punishment for rioting with dangerous 
weapons, the Sessions Judge of Azamgarh has been sentencing Hindus charged 
with rioting to imprisonment extending even to 14 years. On the other hand, the 
highest sentence which has yet. been inflicted on people charged with rioting in 
Bombay is two years’ imprisonment. This difference proves that like the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces the Judges there are also 
acting in a lawless spirit. Will nothing be done to correct this? 

10. The Sanjivani of the 23rd September has the following :— 

Sir Charles Crosthwaite said at the Azamgarh 
Darbar that the people taking part in the cow- 
slaughter riots should be most severely punished. 
And there is no wonder that this expression of opinion by the ruler of the 
province, with whom rests the promotion or degradation of all Judicial officers, 
has led to the perpetration of the cruellest farce of justice. The number of 
those Judicial officers who can dispense strict and unimpeachable justice without 
caring for the favour or disfavour of Government is not sonal very large. 
In Azamgarh a number of Hindus were suspected as being the ringleaders 
in the riots there, and the Sessions Judge, Mr. C. L. M. Eales, has sentenced 
one of them to fourteen years’ imprisonment. Now, is not this cruel sentence 
enough to send a thrill of horror through every heart? Under the Penal Code, 
a man who takes part in a riot with deadly weapons may be sentenced to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding three years or to fine or to both; and 
it is only the man whodeclares war against Government or makes preparations 
for such a war for whom that Code provides a punishment of fourteen years’ 
imprisonment. But did any one among the Azamgarh rioters show any sign of 
sedition against the Government? If not, under what section of the Penal 
Code did Mr. Eales sentence this manto fourteen years’ imprisonment? In 
Bombay the highest punishment which has been inflicted upon any of those 
who were suspected of being ringleaders is only two years’ imprisonment. 
What is the reason of this discrepancy in the punishments inflicted for the 
same offence in the two places ? 

11. The Bangavasi of the 23rd September says that the wife of a rich 

STREETS STS and respectable farmer in England, having in the 
Fg minal! Justice in England and course of a single day picked the pockets of six 

; persons, was sentenced only to a fine of Rs. 250 in 
consideration of her rank and respectability. It is thus clear that the judiciary 
in England take into consideration the rank and position in society of criminals 
in determining what their punishment should be. But the judiciary in this 
country never do this. : 

12. The Dacca Prakash of the 24th September takes exception to Meher’s 

eee acquittal at the last Dacca Sessions. Meher was 

D bad i Ow acquittal in the charged with having murdered his cousin Fulsa. 
oF They lived in the same house and quarrelled about 

a piece of land. Meher confessed his guilt before the Deputy Magistrate, Ram 
Sadan Babu, in open Court, and there was no sign of any wound or injury on 
his arm at the time. This shows that his subsequent statement at the Sessions, 
that the police tortured him with the object of making him confess and broke 
one of his arms in the attempt,.is not true. The Deputy Magistrate also learnt 
by enquiry made after Meher had put forth his plea of police oppression that 
no oppression of any kind was committed on him by the police, Meher’s own 
wife and other relations deposing to this effect. Again, Meher may have him- 
self injured his arm while in hajat. He was the accused’s cousin and 


neighbour, and if his brother had been killed by any one else, he and his family 
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would have disclosed his name. His confession which was made in o 
Court ‘3 not one which can be doubted. All this leads the writer to think 
that justice has not been done in this case. 

13. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 24th September has the following :— 

Moral effect of hard punish- The Magistrates have of late evidenced a 
ments. rtiality for hard sentences. However light the 
offence, the Magistrate inflicts a heavy punishment for it if he can possibly 
do so. Here is a man with no better charge agaist him than that he has 
kept a rusty sword in his house without a license and he 1s sent to jail for 
the offence. Here are some schoolboys assembled together for a chit chat. 
The Magistrate thinks that if not checked every one of them will develop 
into a Napoleon Bonaparte, and so he sends them to jail for bein 
members of an unlawful assembly. A man steals rice, sufficient for one 
meal, in these days of severe distress, and gets two months for the offence. 
The Magistrates who inflict these punishments, which are out of all proportion 
to the gravity of the offences committed, think that they will have a deterring 
effect on others, but this is a mistake, as will appear from the following 
considerations :— : 

The infliction of heavy punishments for light offences excites public 
sympathy on behalf of the offenders, and they come to think lightly of the 
offences for which such punishments are inflicted. Therefore, in many cases 
the public do not wish to see the offenders brought to justice. A good many 
offenders escape in this way, and this seems to many as an encouragement to 
commit crime. Thus in the long run hard sentences tend to increase crime. 

Again, when an offender who was punished more heavily than he deserved 
serves out his sentence and returns to the society to which he belongs, his 
people, thinking that he has been very hardly dealt with, do not wish to be 
hard upon him, and therefore associate with him on equal terms. Thus so far 
as his caste men are concerned he loses nothing by his residence in jail. The 
expression of sympathy which he receives from those about him dispels the 
shame which he may have once felt for his crime, and he commits similar 
offences again. 

The jails in this country are not places where moral instruction can be 
picked up. And as all classes of offenders associate there together, residence 
in jail for a short time has a hardening effect on offenders in the early stages 
of criminality. Thus it is no wonder that the people who are once sent to jail 
for light offences should commit grave offences after their release. 

It is therefore clear that the present hard sentences of the Indian criminal 
courts are demoralising society and increasing crime in the country. 

14. The Sulubh Dainik of the 26th September says that the Officiating 

i ik ae take. Lieutenant-Governor has once more earned the 
ciary ia. ' gratitude of his subjects by issuing a circular 
strictly prohibiting all executive and administrative 

officers of Government from ae making any criticisms upon the judicial 
decisions of the law courts. Blessed is the present Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, and praised be he that within so short a time he has acquired such a 
good name! It is earnestly to be hoped that Sir Antony MacDonnell will not 
forget his Bengali subjects when he goes to the Home Membership of the 
Viceroy’s Council. The Indian officials as a body may well learn co Sir 


Antony MacDonnell how kindness may do what high-handedness and oppres- 
sion fail to effect. 


(d)—Education. 


15. The Hitavadi of the 21st September has the following :— 


i Wi _ Faults and shortcomings in teachers are more 
of the General Assembly's Insti- serious things than lawlessness and immorality 
tution. in students. The faults of young people are 
= ping but those of teachers are not. The other day the Reverend Mr. 

orrison, Principal of the General Assembly’s Institution, caught a student 
of that institution by the back of his neck and pushed him out of the class 
room, struck another student’s head against the wall, and made all the students 
leave the room and walk out during a shower. The Reverend gentleman 18 
uot only the head of a very large institution, but is also-a padre of standing. 
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It is his mission in life to preach peace, and the exhibition of temper he has 
made does not do him credit. Brute force may be required for the jfunishment 
of grown-up boys in his native country, but grown-up boys here require to be 
treated like friends. 

16. The Banganivasi of the 22nd September egg a letter as show- 

ing that great immorality is prevailing among 

Immoral conduct of a school gchool-masters and public officers. The names of 

— the persons and places mentioned in the letter have 

been communicated to the proper authorities, and have not therefore been 
given here. The purport of the letter is as follows :— 

The head master of the Middle English School in a certain sub-division of 
a certain district having been observed to be very negligent in his duties, the 
matter was brought to the notice of the District Board. In consequence of 
repeated representations an enquiry was held by the Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
who, however, was satisfied with the head master’s explanation. The people 
of this place have since waited for the visit of the Deputy Inspector of Schools, 
when they propose to lay the whole matter before him. But now it appears 
that the Deputy Inspector is not likely to come to these parts in the course of 
the present year. In the meantime the head master absented himself from 
school for three or four days in the beginning of September with the object of 
paying a visit to the Deputy Magistrate, and on the 10th September arrived at 
the school accompanied by the Deputy Magistrate and two prostitutes from 
Bhagwanpur. One of the rooms in the school-house was assigned for the 
residence of the prostitutes, and the room next to theirs was assigned to the 
Deputy Magistrate. And for the three succeeding days nothing but the noise 
of revelry could be heard in the school-house, the principal parties to these 
immoral performances being the head master, the Deputy Magistrate, and the 
Manager of an adjoining pargana. It ought to be mentioned here that a 
number of students lodge in the school-house, and that the head master was 
not ashamed to bring in all the boys one of these days to have them examined 
by the Deputy Magistrate. Since this incident most of the parents appear 
unwilling to send their boys to this school, and many boys have been 
already withdrawn. It isa matter of wonder that the District Board grants 
aid to such a school. The Secretary of the school does not interfere in the 
matter, because in a certain criminal case in which he was involved he 
escaped scot-free through the assistance of this head master. The correspon- 
dents request any investigating officer who may be sent not to go to the 
school first, but to enquire in the village about the head master’s moral 
character and into the truth of the statements made above. 

17. The Sanjivant of the 23rd September has heard that the Committee 
appointed by the Senate of the Calcutta University 
to consider the new affiliation rules has decided that 
the rules should be rescinded, and says that it would have been well if the 
30-boys rules had been maintained in regard to all classes below the second. For 
there are schools kept up purely for profit in which such a rule is required to 
prevent overcrowding in the classes, 

18. The same paper says that though in pursuance of the circular issued 

by the Inspectors of Schools some middle and 
yaczt-books for the Middle and ypper primary schools have already finished their 
pper Primary examinations. , ; 
annual examinations, and have formed new classes 
for the ensuing session, the boys of the second class in these schools have not yet 
been able to commence study, as neither the Director of Public Instruction nor 
the Inspectors have as yet published their lists of text-books for the Middle and 
pper Primary examinations respectively. The lists ought therefore to be 
published without further delay. | 

As Dr. Martin is evidently taking some interest in the Middle and Primary 
examinations, the writer will take this opportunity of drawing his attention to 
certain matters in conection with the selection of text-books for those examina- 
tions. English publishers are trying their best to get their books introduced 
inthe schools of this country, andit is said that they are with this object 
In view getting even text-books in Bengali prepared here. Sir Alfred 
Croft gave some encouragement to these publishers by introducing the Royal 
Readers Nos. IV and V in the middle schools. If such encouragement 


The new affiliation rules. 


BANGANIVASI, 
Sept. 22nd, 1593. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 23rd, 1893 


SANJIVANI, 


( 850 ) 


ntinues to be given to English publishers, the writers of school books in this 
coal will ele simply iy eal lt is hoped therefore that Dr. Martin will 
encourage native authors in preference to English publishers. Dr. Martin is 
asked to note the inconvenience which is felt by examinees owing to the absence 
of a fixed text-book in physical science. Sir Alfred Croft would not probably 
have made the mistake of not appointing a particular text-book in this subject 
f he had known that a uniform scientific nomenclature is not followed in all 
Bengali books on science—a circumstance which is calculated to give rise to 
much confusion if the examinee uses one book and the examiner another. 
Lastly, the same text-books should not be continued for a long time. To 
vert A the writers of all approved text-books, the lists of text-books for the 
Middle and Upper Primary examinations should be revised at short interva 
and every time a new set of books should be chosen from the lists of books 
prepared by the Text-Book Committee. It is also hoped that Dr. Martin will 


check the corrupt practices of his Inspectors, who generally select text-books 
written by their relatives and acquaintances. 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Seinen 19, The Sahachar of the 20th September expresses dissatisfaction with 
Sept. 20th, 1893. - | municipal working in Garpar in the suburbs of 
Se Calcutta. The municipality is assessing taxes in 
that place at a very high rate, but is doing nothing to promote the convenience 
of the rate-payers. ‘The latter have memorialised the Lieutenant-Governor 
against the municipality, and His Honour is asked to give his attention to the 
matter. The people prayed to the municipality for the construction of a 
road and several drains, but their prayer has not yet been granted. It is now 
rumoured that the Commissioners contemplate giving up the idea of extending 
the Garpar road to the canal side and will undertake the construction of a 
road which will pass by a garden belonging to one of their own body. The 
Commissioner in question has offered to give some land gratis to the municipalit 
for a road; but then its construction will benefit none but himself, for it will 
largely increase the value of his lands. This project should therefore be 
abandoned, and the original one of extending the Garpar road and providing it 
with a drain should be given effect to. A drain is required to prevent the flood- 
ing during the rains of that part of the municipal area. 
SANJIVANI, 20. The Sanjivani of the 23rd September says that the Municipal authori- 


Sept. 23rd. 1893. PEE Moca ar ties of Santipur in the Nadia district should not 
oe SPST axe enforced Act V_ before constructing pucka 
privies for the use of the public. And they have done a worse thing by assign- 
ing a garden to do duty for a privy. ‘The garden has become quite a nuisance 
to the residents around it. Nuisance is often committed in p:aces where it 
ought to be prohibited, and the municipality has not up to this time made any 
arrangement for the cleansing of such places. 


BANGavasl, 21. The Bangavasi of the 23rd September has the following :— 


OO sii We are at a loss to make out what this means; 
by the Caleutta Municipality. - @nd we shudder to see this action of the Calcutta 


Municipality. There is an image of Mahadev at 
the north-western extremity of the Nimtola burning ghat in Calcutta, which 
hundreds of Hindu men and women who come to that ghat every day to bathe 
consider it an act of special religious merit to worship. But it is said that at 
the advice of some of the Commissioners it has been resolved to remove this 
image and construct a hydrant at the spot. It is not known whether the Com- 
missioners who have made this suggestion are M ussalmans, Parsis, Christians 
or un-Hindu Hindus. But the strictly Hindu Commissioners of the Muni- 
cipality will not certainly wound the feelings of the Hindus by supporting 
such a proposal. ‘The authorities ought to know that, on hearing of this pro- 
posal, a large number of Hindus have left off eating and drinking and are 
wailing incessantly. A petition has already been submitted to the Chairman of 
the Municipality, signed by a large number of Hindus of position and respec- 
tability, protesting against the proposal. And as it is reported that the image 


will be soon removed, the Chairman of the Municipality should lose no time in 
mreetenting the matter, and taking such steps as will relieve the Hindus of their 
anxiety. 
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(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


22. The Bangavasi of the 23rd September says that there is nothing to 
wonder at in the unwillingness of the Indian ralyat to 
take ¢dkdvi loans from Government, though such loans 
are given at avery moderate rate of interest. The 
Indian raiyat as a matter of fact is always unwilling to do any transaction with 
the Government, and he is particularly unwilling to do any transaction which 
will make him a debtor of the Government. And this for the three fol- 
lowing reasons :— 

(1) Tdékdévi loans cannot be easily got. 

(2) Money received as ¢dékdvz must be expended strictly for the purpose 

for which it 1s given. 

(3) Government never remits a single cowri of the interest on tékdvi 
loans, and if a ¢ékdvi loan is not repaid with interest punctually 
at the appointed time, the raiyat is sure to lose his all. 

For these reasons the Indian raiyat likes to carry on business in the Indian 
style, and prefers the village mahajan to the Government. 
23. The Sanjivani of the 23rd September gives the following case as 
pn! ME OR showing what oppression has been committed upon 
in Assam. the native population of Assam in the re-assessment 
of the land revenue. A shop owned by Europeans 
in the European quarter of the Dibrugurh town has been assessed at the rate 
applying to basti land, while another shop owned by natives in Amlapati in 
the Jorehaut town has been assessed at the rate applying to bazar land. It is 
said that the Deputy Collectors objected to this difference in the treatment of 
the two shops, but the Chief Commissioner has overruled their objection. 
There can be no doubt that the difference is the result of race-feeling. 


Why ¢dékdvi loans are not 
popular. 


(g)— Railways and communceations, including canals and irrigation. 


24. A correspondent of the Sansodhini of the 15th September complains 

: ak oo Oe of the exceedingly bad condition of the road 

trict. “ running from Jorarganj] to Mahajan hat at the 

northern extremity of the Chittagong district, 

and says that, considering the importance of this road, the District Board should 
lose no time in repairing: it. 

25. The Sahachar of the 20th September refers to the new rules relating 
to the construction of branch railways in India, 
and observes as follows :— 

Government is showing true liberality in the matter of the construction of 
these railways. It is ready to render as much help in their construction as can 
be done without burdening the public treasury. A careful perusal of the rules 
shows that the authorities wish to see branch railway lines constructed with 
native capital. Importation of foreign capital for this purpose is attended 
with this drawback that it increases the financial troubles of Government owing 
to unfavourable exchange. ‘T'hereis enough capital in the country, and it is the 
interest of the people to invest it in the construction of feeder lines and by that 
means to increase the wealth of their country. With Government to help them, 
the work should not certainly be beyond their means or capacity. 

26. The Samay of the 22nd September asks the Railway Conference now 
sitting in Simla to consider the question of reducing 
third class carriage fares. The present rate of the 
fare is 23 pies per mile, certainly a little too high for people of the servant 
class, who earn not more than 3 to 9 rupees per month. ‘The rate should there- 
fore be reduced and made 13 pie per mile. Its reduction will increase the 


Branch railway lines. 


The Railway Conference. 


BANGAVASI, 
Sept. 23rd, 1893, 


‘SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 23rd, 1893. 
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Sept. 15th ; 1893, 


SAHAOCHAR, 
Sept. 20th, 1893. 


SaMAyY, 
Sept. 22nd, 18938. 


number of third class passengers, aud the railway companies will be gainers. . 


This has actually been the case with the Midland Railway Company near 
London. The condition of the third class carriages and the water-closet accom- 
modation therein ought also to engage the attention of the Conference. 

27. The Som Prakash of the 25th September says that railway extension 
is likely to do more harm than good in India. In 
pre-railway days India fared a hundred times better 
than it does now. But now, thanks to the railway system and the free trade 


Railway extension in India. 
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‘neinle of the English, grain is freely exported from the country and its price 
panes ste viele Bi consequence those who grow the crops with the 
sweat of their brow have to starve now. The railways have already done 
much mischief, and it 1s sedel rt g ie8 to — their number. An enslaved 

t put up with manifold disadvantages. | 
Te Te bleh +-Daneial Chandrika of the 25th September, referring to 
the proposal to construct an underground tunnel 
The proposed Budge-Budgetunnel. 4 495 the Hooghly near Budge-Budge, says :— 
Lakhs of rupees have been wasted on the bridge over the river at Naihati, 
while crores of rupees have been thrown away in the construction of the 
Kidderpur docks. How many crores will now be wasted on a tunnel? 


(h)— General. 


<9. The Hitavadi of the 21st September thus remarks on Sir Antony 
- MacDonnell’s decision in the Radice case :— 
Fic Mg ig. 18 -venpocnapaabaiamiel The Lieutenant-Governor admits that there 
sion in the Radice case. : ° : 
was no proper enquiry into the circumstances of 
this case. Why, then, did not His Honour wait until such an enquiry had been 
made, and then pass his decision in the case? His decision, so hastily formed, 
has not given satisfaction to the public. Again, if Government must prevent 
officers of Mr. Radice’s stamp from committing excesses, it should. ceep a 
strict eye over its higher officials; but the rebuke which has been administered 
to some of these latter in connection with the Radice case will not have the 
desired effect. 

30. ‘lhe same paper has the following :— 

| It is rumoured that Sir Charles Crosthwaite is 

han eersccution of the Gorak- J osolved to crush the Gorakshani Sabhas, and that 

the utmost efforts will be shortly made to suppress 

the Gorakshani Sabha at Benares. The writer cannot say whether or not this 

rumour is true. If true, it means that the difficulties of his administration have 

brought Sir Charles to his wit’s end. Cow-protection is a primary religious duty 

of the Hindus, and has absolutely no connection with the riots. This being the 

case, Government will make itself extremely unpopular if through ignorance, 
it attempts to suppress the Sabhas. 

31. The same paper refers to the rules relating to famine relief, and 
remarks that, having regard to their stringent charac- 
ter, really famished people are not likely to derive 
much benefit from their operation. Again, what provision is Government 
going to make for women with children who belong to the respectable classes, 
and cannot therefore work for their livelihood ? 

32. The Samay of the 22nd September saysthat the Accountant-General of 

Superior Accounts Branch ex. tle Public Works Department has recently nominated 
amnion, ST CSso'S Youths for the Superior Accounts Branch examina- 
tion. They are all Furopeans, and none of them 
possess any University degree. Five of them are near relations of the Account- 
ant-General, and the remaining eight are worthless scions of high families, 
Many of these men never entered a University. Nevertheless, they have been 
nominated, and the claims of thousands of native youths possessing University 
degrees have been overlooked.. Will not Government ask the Accountant- 
General to submit an explanation of his conduct in this matter? There is 
time yet, and the unjust nominations may yet be set aside. 

33. The Sulabh Dainik of the 22nd September says that though Government 

is always found ready, in spite of strong objections 
_ on the part of the people, to appoint commissions on 
small pretexts whenever it wants them for its own purposes, it has refused to 
appoint one to enquire into the cause of the quarrels between the Hindus and 
Musalmans, and suggest the best means of stopping them, apparently because the 
Pioneer newspaper wants no commission in this instance. But if Government 
means to follow the advice of the Lioneer blindly, why does it not entrust the 
government of the country entirely to its hands, and retire in this its old age to 
monastic seclusion? — It seems that the Jury Commission has filled the minds of 
the authorities with a fear of investigiting agencies of that kind. but they 
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have notwithstanding since appointed the Opium Commission and the Hemp 
Drugs Commission. And the only reason why the authorities are unwilling to 
appoint a commission to enquire into the cause of these cow-killing riots—a 
matter of the highest importance to the people—therefore seems to be 
that they are themselves not quite innocent in this connection. Government 
has not hesitated of late years to spend crores upon crores of rupees upon use- 
less commissions, and it spent crores upon the single Boundary Commission 
beyond the frontier. Why, then, is it so unwilling to spend something upon a 
commission which is so urgently needed in the interest of the whole Indian 
eople ? 

. Lord Lansdowne has hitherto kept silence in regard to the cow-killing 
quarrels and the way in which the rioters are being punished. This means that 
His Lordship fully approves of the trials which are taking place in the North- 
Western Provinces. And this is just what might have been expected of one who 
was the author of the Consent Act, and who was Sir Charles Elliott’s principal 
supporter in the jury affair. ‘lhe noise of the cow-slaughter quarrels has 
certainly reached His Excellency’s ears, but he will not still shake off his 
lethargy and accept the proposal for appointing a commission, simply because 
the enquiries of a commission are calculated to bring to light very reprehensible 
conduct on the part of the authorities themselves. Well, there would have been 
some exeuse for refusing a commission if it had been wanted simply for the 
purpose of bringing to light the conduct of the officials in connection with these 
quarrels; but the fact is a commission is wanted not so much for this purpose 
as for finding out the true cause of the quarrels and the best means of stopping 
them. 

34. The Bangavasi of the 23rd September has learnt that the village 
Akaipur in the Bangaon sub-division of the Jessore 
district, which was so long under the Gopalnagar 
Post Office, has been placed under the Garibpur Post Office without notice to the 
villagers. The change has caused considerable inconvenience to them, because 
there are no good roads between their village and Garibpur. A petition was 
therefore submitted to the Postmaster-General praying that the village might 
be retransferred to the jurisdiction of the Gopalnagar Post Office. The Post- 
master-General directed a petition to be submitted to the Superintendent of Post 
Offices in the Nadia Division; but that officer has not yet vouchsafed a reply to 
the several representations which have been made to him on the subject. 

36. The Samayj-o-Sahitya of the 24th September says that the transfer of 
the Akaipur village from the jurisdiction of the 
Gopalnagar Post Office to that of the Garibpur Post 
Office in the Nadia district has been a very convenient arrangement, as the 
distance between the two places is only a mile and a half, while the distance 
between Akaipur and Gopalnagar is not less than four miles. The objections 
of the residents of the village to the new arrangement on the ground of 
there being no pucka road to Garibpur are quite frivolous. 

36. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 24th September objects to 


.. Mr. LeMesurier’s being charged with bringing those 
a eet eee ae justice who may 3 camieatad in ardent 
quarrels, a work which cannot fail to interfere with his other business, that of 
enquiring into the causes of those quarrels and taking steps to prevent such 
quarrels in future. When people will know that Mr. LeMesurier has been 
appointed a criminal prosecutor, they will get alarmed and will not reveal to 
him what they know about these riots. 
37. The same paper cannot honestly say that Mr. Radice has been 
adequately punished by Sir Antony MacDonnell ; 
an, Antony MacDonnell in the yt considering that Mr. Radice would have met 
i with no punishment whatever under Sir Charles 
Elliott, and that it requires no” little courage in a civilian Governor to 
punish a civilian subordinate, the writer must express his satisfaction at the 
punishment that has been inflicted on Mr. Radice by the Officiating Lieutenant- 
overnor. Sir Antony will not, however, have done perfect justice in this case 
80 long as he does not punish Mr. Cornish, Magistrate of Balasore. That officer 
is even more guilty than Mr. Radice, inasmuch as he, on Sir Antony’s own 
admission, all along tried to screen the latter, 
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88. The Som Prakash of the 25th September has found clear evidence of 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s pay wig 99 and sense 
of justice in his decision in the Radice case, and 
heartily thanks him for it. Though Mr. Radice has been lightly punished, 
still it is doubtful whether any other Lieutenant-Governor would have dealt 
with his case with, on the whole, so much fairness. 

39, The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 25th September says that 

the Hindus call it a religious duty of theirs to 
Government's duty in the cow- protect cows, and the Mussalmans insist with equal 
wee force that it is a religious duty incumbent upon 
them to slaughter these animals, And this being the case, who but the Govern- 
ment can mediate between the two peoples in this? But Government, the onl 
mediator in the field, clearly failed in its duty when it permitted the Hindus to 
go beyond their jurisdiction by establishing Gorakshani Sabhas and issuing a pros- 
pectus urging all Hindus to protect cows. Now that matters have been allowed 
to go to this length, the only alternatives open to Government are either strictly 
to prohibit the Hindus from agitating the question of cow-slaughter, or to 
abolish cow-slaughter, by first putting a stop to the slaughter of cows for the 
British troops in this country and then strictly prohibiting the Mussalmans from 
slaughtering cows. | 
40. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 25th September refers to the 
questions which Mr. Macpherson, Magistrate of 
The enquiry about theGorak- (Gaya, has put to the Gorakshant Sabhas, and remarks 
shani Sabhas. 
as follows:— : 
The writer must say that he disapproves of many of these questions. 
There can be no doubt that a lawyer would condemn most of them. Some of 
the questions may again be regarded as being leading questions. Mr. Grierson 
has considerable knowledge of cow-killing disturbances at Gaya and of the cow- 
protection movement there, and he himself aided that movement. Has he been 
consulted in the matter? ‘The writer will be glad if the present enquiry into 
the cow-killing disturbances in Bihar does not lead to the same consequences 
which a similar enquiry instituted in the North-Western Provinces has led to. 
It is hoped that, in finding out the cause of the riots, the Lieutenant. Governor 
of Bengal will not fall into the error into, which Sir Charles Crosthwaite has 
fallen. 

41. The same paper has learnt that there was a quarrel between Hindus 
ial ciel aca — a about a masjid in the district of 
_EemeeeaTOn OF ne TRE ee | Beneres, e quarrel has since been amicabl 

wuamcabedumates settled, but the local Hindu Deputy Magistrate bas 
been degraded and the local Police Inspector degraded and transferred. A 
Mussalman has also been appointed in place of the Hindu Police Inspector. 
When will the persecution of the Hindus end? | 
42. The Sulabh Daimk of the 25th September says that, judging from the 
a miscrable plight to which the North-Western Pro- 
Oppression in the North-Wes- vinces have been brought, that part of India seems 
ern Provinces, can ft : Pigs 
no longer to be within Her Majesty’s dominions, 
but appears to have been wrested from Her Majesty by the autocrat, Sir Charles 
Crosthwaite, or to have been made over to him by Her Majesty by way of 
reward. For if such had not been the case, the oppressions which are being 
committed there would not have remained unredressed., Every Hindu who is 
using strong language in regard to the Mussalmans is being sent to jail. Some 
boys found carrying some gymnastic apparatus the other day were arrested 
on warrants on the charge of being members of an unlawful assembly. It 
remains only to issue warrants against women, and these will not be long in 
issuing. 
43. The Sulabh Dainik of the 26th September says that a certain news- 
p Government orders in the paper is not satishied with the Government orders 
waamiveieae. in the Balasore case, because they include no 
punishment upon Mr. Cornish, Magistrate of Balasore, who ought to have 
ee Mr. Radice, but did not. But the paper should have been satisfied 
with the measure of justice that has been dealt out, remembering that it 18 


entirely due to the circumstance. of a just and upright ruler like Sir Antony 


MacDonnell being on the throne of Bengal that even Mr. Radice has come to 
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be punished. Mr. Cornish ought no doubt to be removed from Balasore. 
But the writer does not consider it advisable to re-open a case which has been 


already closed by Government, The punishment inflicted on Mr. Radice will 
surely be a lesson to other civilians. 


III.—LeEaIsLaTIve. 


44, The Banganivasi of the 22nd September says that the Pioneer news- 
ia ‘ ., paper is objecting to Babu Charu Chandra Mitra’s 

PP ar Wig > se 7 sa gy election to the Legislative Council of the North- 
the North. Western Provinces Western Provinces to represent the Allahabad Muni- 
ee cipality saying that he isa Bengali and the “ son of 
a wine-shop keeper.” But the Pzoneer should know that it was the late Babu 
Nilkamal Mitra, Charu Babu’s father, who spent not less than thirty lakhs of 
rupees in noiseless charity ; that it was he who bore the entire cost of laying 
out the Alfred Park and establishing the Public Library in Allahabad ; and that 
it was he who established a number of schools and pathsalas and a charitable 
dispensary. It was also at his cost that the Thornhill Training School was 
established. And Nilkamal Babu spared neither pains nor money to get the 


Muir Central College established, and he lost his life in tending and nursing — 


the sick. Is it not therefore meanness of the worst kind to give to such a man 
the contemptible name of ‘the wine-shop keeper?” It is true Babu Nilkamal 
Mitra was at one time in his life a wine-seller in the sense in which big English 
wine-merchants are wine-sellers. But does not the Pioneer know that one or 
two European servants of this “ wine-shop keeper” were in their time more 
respected in Anglo-Indian society than the editors of many Anglo-Indian 
newspapers ? A shoe-maker’s son becoming a judge, a prostitute’s son becoming 
a preacher, and a cooly’s son becoming the editor of a newspaper are pheno- 
mena not unknown in Anglo-Indian society, though they are phenomena never 
known in native society. Still the native press with its faith in the old proverb 
which says that a man’s birth is under the control of the gods, but a man’s 
fortune is under his own control, never taunts the low-born Anglo-Indian judge, 
preacher or editor. But an enlightened Anglo-Indian newspaper like the 
Pioneer has not hesitated to compromise a worthy son of a high-born, benevolent 
and noble-minded father by giving ignoble names to the latter. Is this 
English enlightenment? But even if Charu Babu were not the son of such 
a worthy father, he has qualifications of his own which should certainly entitle 
him to a seat in the Legislative Council. 
45, The same paper says that, considering the immorality which now pre- 
; vails among the shebaits in Kalighat, ‘arakeswar 
singe Uae aaa regard to and other places of Hindu public worship, and the 
way in which the incomes of the shrine in those 
places are wasted, it behoves the Hindu community to apply to Government 
for a law which will place all public Hindu shrines under the supervision 
of committees consisting solely of Hindu members. 


IV.—Nartive States, 


46. The special frontier correspondent of the Samay of the 22nd September 
writing from Hazara gives the following regarding 

PR corny Das, ex-Dewan of J achhman Das, the ex-Dewan of Cashmere :—There 
was a time when Lachhman Das was _all-in-all 
in Cashmere. He was the root of all the troubles which have occurred in con- 
nection with that State during the last 25 years. He revolutionised Cashmere 
during Colonel Nisbet’s Residentship. Englishmen have very few friends like 
him among the people of India. A black man himself, he has done greater harm 
to black men than even Sakuni of the Mahabharat did to thesons of Pandu. 
A most servile flatter of the English, he plunged Cashmere into the lowest 
depths of degradation. It was through his machinations that Gilgit, Chitral and 
other dependencies of Cashmere were severed from that State and came under 
English influence. Lachhman Das thought that by enabling Englishmen to 
gain the objects of their desire, he would make himself as powerful as Indra ; 
ut strange to say as soon as Englishmen’s power was established in Cashmere, 
© was banished from that State and proclaimed a traitor! He has been in exile 
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up to this time, his house in the possession of the police, and his estate detained 
by the Cashinere Council. But it is now rumoured, and the rumour igs 
perfectly true, that last week the British Government, acting at the instance 
of a European friend of his, returned to him his house and ~rKg 
47. The frontier correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 23rd September 
writes the following from the Jhob Valley under 
—" date the 10th September :— 


Hicu Epucation in CASHMERE. 


The Cashmere Council has sanctioned a grant of twenty-five thousand 
rupees for the repair of the old and dilapidated musjids in Srinagar. The 
Maharaja has also made a donation of twelve thousand rupees for the same 
purpose. But the petition for the establishment of a college in Cashmere ex- 
tremely offended the Council and was torn to pieces by that body. And the 
remark was made by the Resident and the Home Member that “ the people of 
Cashmere have not yet shown their fitness for high education, and consequently 
such an audacious prayer cannot be granted. Lbut if there really exists such a 
strong desire to open a college, why does not the Maharaja pay the expenses 
from his monthly allowance of forty thousand rupees ?”’ It is needless to say 
that the small “ pension” of 40 thousand rupees a month which the puppet 
Maharaja receives through the favour of Englishmen enables him with great 
difficulty to pay for his food and clothing and to maintain his wut. If the 
Maharaja Bahadur has occasion to go elsewhere by special train for a week or 
two, he has to pay the travelling expenses from his own pocket. We know 
the Maharaja, and are conversant with his “ internal’ and external affairs. 
That he would “ with a glad heart” make a donation of twelve thousand 
rupees from his own allowance for the benefit of Musalman masjids, is simply 
incredible, and the statement is so absurd that none but a child can be deceived 


by it. How did it then all come to pass ? I shall answer this question at some 
eng th, 


Hyat Kuan or CASHMERE, 


Muhammad Hyat Khan is an inhabitant of pargana Hossein Abdal in the 
Rawal Pindi district. He is a Pathan, and though not possessed of much learn- 
ing is an intelligent and resourceful man. Now in the course of time this 
Pathan of wonderful resources, became for some secret reason such a great 
favourite with the British officials that they conferred on him the title of C. 8. L, 
and on the outbreak of troubles in Cashmere appointed him to the Home Member- 
ship of the Council of that State on a salary of one thousand rupees a month !! 
Though nominally Home Member of Council, Hyat Khan is practically the 
Prime Minister of the whole Cashmere State, It is with the object of holding 
the Hindu Raja and the Hindu subjects of Cashmere in check that this Pathan 
Mussalman, who is a bitter enemy of the Hindu, has been given a seat in the 
Council. Before this Pathan the position of the Maharaja is like that of the 
game before the hunter. Hyat Khan is at this moment the sole and absolute 
master of the Cashmere State. Is it then impossible that a grant of twenty-five 
thousand rupees should be made for the repair of Mussalman masjids, or that 
the Maharaja with a view of pleasing the Khan Saheb, should make a donation 
of twelve thousand rupees from his own pocket ? 

Now a few words about high education in Cashmere. After receiving 
that angry reply from the Council, the Hindu subjects of the Maharaja again 
made a petition to His Highness with the result that he has foam orders 


commanding all servants of the State receiving salaries ranging from one rupee 


to a thousand rupees to pay one-fourth of one month’ 


! s salary towards the 
expenses of the proposed college. This contribution is to be levied even from 
the lowest chaprasi, and 


the only officer who i t 3 
Hyat Khan. y is exempted from the charge 


THE FEAR IS EDUCATION WILL OPEN THE EYES OF THE PEOPLE, 


The school building at Jummu is extremely old, and the Council was 
repeatedly petitioned on the subject of its repair. But the petitions were 


rejected. One day at 10 a.Mm., when the school was being held, there was 4 
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violent storm, and the whole building came down in a trice of time, instantl 
killing three teachers and nearly twenty-two boys. How fearful this! The 
news reached the Resident and the Council and elicited from them the remark 
“Jt is well known that old buildings come down ina storm; there is nothin 
new in this.”!! For Cashmere what degradation can be more complete than 


this ? 
THe MAHARAJA’S DANGER, 


A Bengali Babu has come to Jummu from Calcutta. His father, who 
formerly lived in this palce, was banished by the Maharaja. The son has now 
brought a suit against His Highness for one lakh and fifty-six thousand rupees, 
which will be heard by the Government of India. In his plaint the Babu says: 
“ Both my wealthy father and myself are merchants of position, and since the 
time of Nilambar Babu we have supplied the Cashmere State with articles to 
the value of about twenty lakhs of rupees.” The accounts show that a lakh 
and a half of rupees is still due to the Babu, and the cost of the suit amounts to 
six thousand rupees, The Council and the Resident have disallowed the claim 
and given it as their opinion that ‘‘as the articles were taken by the Maharaja 
for his personal use, he is personally liable to pay for the same.” Where will 
His Highness, who is a poor man, get this large sum? 


V.—PROsPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


48, The Sansodhini of the 22nd September says that distress prevails in the 

Chittagong district. The kitchen vegetables have 

Distress in the Chittagong dis- een destroyed and there is little aus paddy in the 

— market. Beggars cannot get alms. Articles of 

food are selling at famine prices. Many are starving. Under the pressure of 

starvation, a woman stole paddy from a field. To add to the distress there are 

the survey, the acquisition of land for the railway, prohibition of jhum cultiva- 
tion and taxes on forest produce. How will the poor tide over the distress ? 

49. A-correspondent of the same paper says that there is distress at 

_ Basurhat, aye, in every mauza in the Noakhali 

Distress in the Noakhali dis- district, Some are starving and others are living 

_ on one meal, which consists in most cases of arum 

leaves and mathat potatoes. Rice lately sold at Basurhat at 5 rupees and 10 

annas per maund. 

50. A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 22nd September says that 
it is with difficulty that rice can be had in Gauhati. 
In Shillong, too, rice is not easily procured; and 
even coarse rice is selling there at Rs. 9 permaund. ‘The small quantity that 
is still procurable at Shillong is that imported from Gauhati. At Kohima 
the price has risen to Rs. 15 per maund, and even those in Government service 
are at de the place. The people in Kamalpur are living on the stem of the 
plantain tree, and many have died of starvation. People are also dying of 
black fever and diarrhcea. But the tahsildars in the bazars in Kamrup are 
mercilessly exacting fees from those who bring things there for sale. The 
authorities, too, are adopting no measures for relief of the distress. On the 
contrary, it is said that the Chief Commissioner has ordered ten thousand 
maunds of rice to be procured from Kamrup. 

di. The Bangavast of the 23rd September has the following :— 

No greater misery can befall a man than that he 
should find himself unable to procure his own food 
and clothing. Yet this is the misery which we are now perpetually suffering, 
and the like of which is a gu | under no other civilised and well-ordered 
Government. 

We are unable to hide our nakedness with cloth manufactured by ourselves, 
and we depend on others for the supply of this very necessary. article. 
Nakedness is certainly a thousand times more desirable than this dependence on 
borrowed attire, and it would be well if the man who is unable to hide his naked- 
ness with his own clothing were dead and gone. The Babu’s musaheb (hanger- 
on) has no clothes of his own, and he dresses like the Babu himself with gar- 
ments taken from the Babu’s wardrobe. Is there another such worthless 
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creature in this world as this musaheb? But we seem to be in even a worse 
plight than this musaheb. Unlike the Babu who supplies his musaheb not only 
with clothing but also with food, some foreigners are supplying us only with 
cloth, coats, shoes and umbrellas, but not with food. Nobody will or can ever 
supply this want of ours. There are hotels in every town and every village, but 
we are nevertheless crying for food. Are we not worse even than the musaheb ? 

It is indeed a shame and disgrace that we have to depend on foreigners for 
our clothing, still that want of ours is somehow supplied by them. But nobod 
gives or can give us our daily bread; nay foreigners are, on the contrary, 
robbing us of our scanty morsel of food, simply because they are wealthy and 
strong enough to do this. 

Had it not been for their exportation to foreign countries, the food-crops 
raised in the country might have sufficed for the need of the population, and 
there would have been no distress from scarcity of food. That there is this 
distress in the country is certainty because the Indians are an unfortunate people, 
but there can be no doubt that the perpetual draining of the wealth of the 
country by foreigners is one of its most potent and perceptible causes. Just try 
to realize in your mind the dreadful seene that is being witnessed in the country 


at this moment. The whole of Dacca, Tippera, Bihar and Cachar are under 


water. Far off Cashmere and Quetta, too, are ina deplorable condition owing to 
the occurrence of unprecedented floods. The readers of this paper are being 
constantly treated to descriptions of the widespread disaster and devastation that 
have come over those parts. Severe scarcity of food has come in the wake of the 
floods, and large numbers of people are on the point of starvation. The whole 
country is under water, the crops have been destroyed, and a cry for food is 
heard on all sides. It is really a heart-rending scene that extorts tears of blood 
from the eye. ‘This holy land of plenty is to-day resounding with the agonising 
cries of its starving people. 

But the exportation of India’s food-grains is going on as briskly as ever. 
The officials are unable to collect correct information regarding the state and out- 
turn of the crops. It is true they are not indifferent in the matter of adopting 
remedial measures when the country is visited with famine or scarcity, but the 
measures they adopt on those occasions are not always such as are calculated to 
bring speedy relief to the sufferers. Of course it is all owing to the people’s ill 
luck, or why should the famine fund created for the purpose of providing relief 
have been spent in the making of frontier defences ? 

o2. ‘The same paper of the 23rd September says that according to the 

a cit Dacca Prakash newspaper one Bhimrishi Muchi of 
'  Singai in the Manikganj sub-division of the Dacca 
district having recently died, the Deputy Magistrate enquired and ascertained 
that the death was due to starvation, and he has been since then exerting himself 
to relicve the people of their distress. But the unfortunate Bhimrishi would 
not probably have died if the authorities had taken timely relief measures. 
Who can say how many men have died from the same cause? 
Distress in the Sonthal Par. 03. The same paper has learnt that great dis- 
ganas. tress prevails at Dumka in the Sonthal Parganas. 

o4, A correspondent of the Sanjirani of the 23rd September says that out 

oe Seb of a population of 21 lakhs in the Svihet district, 
ere ee nearly two lakhs are suffering from scarcity. The 
people of North Sylhet, Fechuganj, Bhadeswar, Badepasha, Dacca-Dakshin, 
and of Panchakhanda and Bahadur pargana in Karimganj are getting one meal 
a day or at intervals of two days by the sale of their domestic utensils. Most 
people are living on kesur, kachu and saluk. The boy civilian Mr. Lee, who is 
now the district officer of Sylhet, is making a tour by river. He does not 
consequently see any lands except those on the banks of the rivers, and these 
bemg generally high lands he has come to the conclusion that the condition of 


the a7 is good all over Sylhet. And this man is the ruler over 2 millions of 
people! 

The head constable of Golapganj first submitted a report bringing to notice 
the distressed condition of the people. Babu Ramkumar Dutta, Inspector of 
Police, personally enquired into the truth of this report, and fully supported 
it by saying that 26 families were going absolutely without food. Now, what 


led Mr, Lee to call this report an exaggeration? The Local Board funds were 
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freely used for war expenses during the Manipur cifficulty, but now neither 
help from the Local Board, nor advances from Government are forthcoming 
to save the people. Alas! that money should be spent like water upon frontier 
wars undertaken against imaginary foes, and the portals of the treasury should 
be kept fast closed against famine-stricken people ! 

The excessive floods in Sylhet in recent years have been due partly to 
the action of the Cachar tea-planters in clearing all the caves, bee/s, jheels 
and water-passages about the hills, which is the reason that all the rain water 
that falls on the hills rushes down upon the plains, and partly to the absence 
of a sufficient number of culverts tor the passage of water across the Sylhet- 
Cachar Trunk Road and other roads constructed of late years. The Public 
Works authorities in Sylhet say that the construction of culverts will require 
a large outlay of money, and culverts cannot therefore be constructed. But 
the unwillingness of Government to spend, say, a lakh of rupees for this 
purpose 18 ruining the raiyats and filling the country with wails. It is hoped 
that Mr. Ward will no longer remain idle, but exert himself in relieving the 
distress. And considering how the absence of a sufficient number of culverts 
across the roads has led to heavy floods, he ought to see that a sufficiently 
large number of such water-passages are constructed across the new rail-road 
for the Assam-Bengal Railway and across other roads. 

55. The Dacca Prakash of the 24th September says that the condition 
of the villages situated on the east bank of the 
river Kantavati between the limits of Ghior and 
Harirampur within the Jafarganj thana in the Dacca district is miserable in 
the extreme. Rice is selling at Rs. 44 to Rs. 42 a maund. This may not be 
the famine price of rice, but how many people car afford to buy it even at this 
price? Babu Ramsadan Bhattacharyya, Deputy Magistrate of Manikganj, is 
doing his best to relieve the distress of the people. He has taken some mone 
out of the Famine Fund created by Babu Lokendra Nath Palit, Joint-Magis- 
trate, and distributed it among the people of three thanas. The news of his 
arrival in these thanas attracted lots of famished people reduced to skeletons 
and they all begged relief of him. Jhomar Ali of the village Tepra and his 
children, who are infants, are starving, and the latter have been brought to 
death’s door. One Nanda Rishi of Nayachar has forsaken his wite and 
children and gone nobody knows where, and the latter are starving. The condi- 
tion of Nayachar, Jagannathdiya, Sribati, ‘Tepra, Gabindbati and _ neigh- 
bouring villages is deplorable in the extreme. The Magistrate of Dacca is 
asked to inspect these villages. ; 

56. The Dacca Gazette of the 25th September publishes the following 
accounts of distress in different places in the Dacca 
Division :— 

(1) Dacca town—The distress is daily increasing, and every day a larger 
number of men are taking to begging. It is not possible to count the number 
of men who are getting insufficient food or are actually starving. Large 
numbers of men, women and children are flocking to town in the hope of 
setting relief, but are disappointed on arrival there, for no relicf measures have 
us yet been taken either by private individuals or by the authorities. ‘The 
misery of these people is quite indescribable. Pratap Babu is still selling rice 
ata reduced price, and the rush of purchasers in his shop is almost suffocating. 
The writer has since heard that relief works have been opened in Lalbagh in 
Dacca town, where men will be paid for a fixed number of hours’ work eight 
pice per diem, women five pice, and children three pice each. 

(2) Munshiganj, Bikrampur—The distress is severest in this place. 
Thousands of men are going without food. ‘The news from this place is really 
heart-rending, for it is said both the bhadra logy and the cultivators have been 
reduced to the same miserable plight and are getting insufficient meals or are 
actually starving. The Government officers, pleaders, muktears and the court 
amla of Munshiganj have opened a subscription list, and are rendering to the 
distressed people of the sub-division what small help they can with their poor 
resources. The condition of the poor dhadra families is pitiable indeed. They 
Cannot go about begging, and there is no one to help them athome. The 
exertions of Babus Sris Chandra Ghosh and T'arak Chandra Ganguli in the 
Cause of the distressed are specially commendable. 


Distress in the Dacca District. 


Distress in the Dacca Division. 
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Sept. 25th, 1893. 
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(3) Faridpur.—The destruction of the aus crop has led to great scarcity 
in this place. The small sum of money given by the District Board for 
relieving the distress has been quite insufficient for the purpose. The people 
of Sadarpur, Bishnupur and Kukuni are in great distress. Most people in 
these places are actually starving. The naib of char Bishnupur is doing his 
best to help the poor, According to a correspondent of the Bangavasi, about 
two orc 4 famishing people in Kukuni having entered a house where a 
marriage festival was being celebrated, ate all the food they found in the kitchen. 

(4) Backergunge.—The condition of Backergunge 1s very miserable. The 
distress is most severe in Gaurnadi. The crops have been totally destroyed, 

and according toa correspondent of the Bangavasi, deaths are occurring on 
account of starvation. Some people have even committed suicide to escape 
the pangs of starvation. 

(5) Mymensingh.—Owing to the failure of the crops severe distress prevails 
in certain places. Rice is selling at Rs. 7-8 per maund in Kendua. The 
distress is not less severe in Kishoreganj. It behoves the rich zamindars of 
this district to relieve the distress of the poor. i emg ees Saas 

(6) Tippera.—The severity of the distress in this district 1s only slight] 
less than that in Bikrampur. People in Brahmanbaria, Chandpur and. Morel. 
nagar are living on insufficient food or are starving. The writer is happy to 
learn that the boys of Srikail in Muradnagar are raising subscriptions for 
relief of distress. The Brahmanbaria corespondent says that rice is selling 
at Rs. 5 per maund, and the poor people there are in great distress. Many 
bhadra families, too, are in great distress. 

The writer has also received the following communication from a corre- 
spondent at Srighar:— 

‘¢ Brindaban Kaivarta, a resident of Srighar, within the jurisdiction of the 
Nabinnagar thana in the Tippera district, committed suicide on the 12th Sep- 
tember last. At the police investigation starvation has been ascertained to have 
been the cause of the suicide. ‘lhe man has left a son, a widow and an old 
mother-in-law. Hundreds of men are suffering from scarcity in these. parts.” 
Thus news of death from starvation is being received every week; but are 
the authorities enquiring into these cases? Is the Magistrate of Tippera asleep? 
The names of the men who have died from starvation with their addresses 
have been published in this paper. The authorities can therefore have no 
difficulty in ascertaining the truth or otherwise of the report. 

Whether the authorities believe it or not, itis actually the case that a ve 
large number of people are starving from day to day, making shift to live on 
kachu, leaves of the jute plant and such other things. The news which is being 
daily received from the mufassal is really heart-rending, and makes one fear 
that a very large number of deaths from starvation is sure to take place this 
year. Four cases of death from starvation have already been reported in 
this paper, and there is no knowing how many more may have occurred in 
the far mufassal, from which no news reaches the press. 

But how long can matters continue in this state? Lord Lytton’s Famine 
Fund no longer exists, and how does Government propose to save the country 
in the present calamity? It is not known whether the news of the distress has 
yet reached the ears of the Lieutenant-Governor and the Viceroy. Living under 
British rule as they do, the people do not expect that they will have to die of 
starvation. It behoves the authorities therefore to save the people of East 
Bengal in their present calamity. 


In conclusion the writer calls upon the rich people of East Bengal to 
succour their distressed and starving countrymen. 
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VI.—MIsceLLANeous, 


BUR DWAN SANJIVANT. 


of. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 19th September says that there was a 
ths Neil in he Dienst heavy flood in the Damodar last week, and the flood- 
water rushed with great force through the Lakhra 
breach and twoother breaches near it. As a consequence the fields in Berugram 
and other villuges near it have been covered with deposits of sand, and the 
aman and aus crops in these villaves have been destroyed. The Lekhra breach 
was clused last year by the Lieutenant-Governor’s order, but not in such a way 
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as to prevent its recurrence this year. If this breach is not closed, it will be 
difficult for people to live in 20 to 30 villages near it, 


58. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 19th September says that by forgiving Boxpwan Sansrvam, 


Mr. Phillips and withdrawing the case against him, 
Raja Surjya Kanta has done a very good act. 
Mr. Phillips should bear in mind that as District Magistrate he is the lord of 
his district in which he is placed, and that as such he ought to do nothing in a 
high-handed manner. He can avoid every trouble as well as command the 
respect of the public if only he does things after making patient and careful 
enquiries. It is hoped that he will henceforward conduct himself in a manner 
becoming his high office. 
59. The Sahachar of the 20th September has the following :— 


Itis true the Gorakshani Sabhas have no inten- 
ee ne tion to excite religious bigotry among the people 
or to incite them to lawless acts. But the question is, cannot the teachings of 
these Sabhas produce such effects, and whether or not they are actually produc- 
ing them? Reference is then made to the Basantpur affair in the Shahabad 
district, and the following remarks are made :— 

The writer has as yet obtained only the Englishman’s version of this affair, 
and if that version be correct, then he must say that the Gorakshani Sabhas 
ought to conduct themselves with particular care. For some reason or other 
the authorities have come to look upon these Sabhas as the root of all this mischief, 
and their statements on the subject of these riots will be uccepted by the 
Ministry at home. The Hindus should, therefore, behave with caution, and not 
put Government to trouble by persisting in their improper attempts to snatch 
cattle from butchers. They should bear in mind that this conduct may lead 
Government to enact hard laws, which it will be very difficult to get abolished. 

60. The Hitavadi of the 21st September says that the increase of the 


capital engaged in the foreign trade of India from 
The Capital newspaper on the 98 crores of rupees in 1874-75 to 182 crores in 
prosperity of India. : é 
1892-93 is no proof, as the Capital newspaper 
thinks, of the increasing prosperity of India. The capital engaged in this trade 
belongs to foreigners, and its increase therefore does not in any way prove the 
erowing prosperity of the Indian people. 
61. The Samay of the 22nd September has the following :—Mr. Phillips 
oe _ having apologised to Raja Suryya Kanta, the latter 
g At Ehillips’ apology to Raja has written a letter to him accepting his apology 
aa esi and withdrawing the case against him. But the 
writer does not know whether he should characterise the Raja’s letter as a letter 
accepting Mr. Phillips’ apology, or as a letter offering an apology on his own 
part. It is a matter of surprise that, notwithstanding that the Raja had so 
many lawyers to advise him, he has accepted Mr. Phillips’ letter of apology 
couched in such terms as are found used in it—nay, has made something like 
an apology himself. But the writer must not consider himself entitled to 
make any comments in this case if there has been some secretagency at work in it. 
62. The Banganivast of the 22nd September says that after Sir Charles 
Te Crosthwaite’s speeches and actions in connection with 
waite es in Sir Charles Crosth- the cow-slaughter quarrels, His Honour’s proposal to 
exclude natives from his own levees and make their 
presence necessary only in the durbars held by the Divisional Commissioners 
will excite little surprise. But the natives who are fond of flattering the 
authorities are such strangers to all sense of honour that even this proposal 
of the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces will fail to wound 
their sense of self-respect, and they will at once set to work to obtain admission 
to the Lieutenant-Governor's levees by means of flattery. 
63. The Sulabk Dainik of the 22nd September would like to know why 


aaa el the enquiry has been made in Parliament whether 
nee eee it was intended to appoint Sir Charles Elliott to a 
Colonial governorship, and infers from the Under-Secretary of State’s answer 
to the question that there is some secret in the matter. Considering the 
manner in which Sir Charles Elliott has ruled Bengal, the writer would 
request his removal from the Lieutenant-Governorship. The people of Bengal 
do not like that Sir Charles should come back to harass them again. 


Mr. Phillips. 


Sept. 19th, 1893. 


SAHACHAR, 
Sept. 20th, 1893. 


HITAVADI, 
Sept. 21st, 1893. 


SAMAY, 
Sept. 22nd, 1893. 


BANGANIVASI, 
Sept. 22nd, 1893. 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Sept. 22nd, 1893. 
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game paper says that by proposing to exclude all native noble- 
= — as from a oma the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the North-Western Provinces is throwing into the 
shade his predecessor Sir Auckland Colvin. It is high time that some member 
of Parliament brought Sir Charles Crosthwaite’s actions to the notice of that 
body, for that is the only way in which he can be checked in his autocratic 
career—a career which, if not checked, will be calculated to increase the present 
ill-feeling between Hindus and Mussalmans, and thus disorganise the administra- 
tion of the province. 

65. The same paper cannot understand for what good act done b 

: Sir Charles Elliott the Ranis of Dubalhati propose 
ihe Bask & Desshen. to name the tank which they will excavate at 
Nowgong after him. The people of Dubalhati, however, should be grateful 
to their Ranis for this act of public munificence, and the writer will be glad 
to see the title of Maharani conferred upon these two ladies at the next distribu- 
tion of honours. 
66. The Sudhdékar of the 22nd September has the following :-— 
The Hindus greatly love and revere and 
The Hindu’s feelings for the devoutly worship the bovine race. That race 
COW. ° . ° 
supplies milk, helps to grow crops by drawing the 
plough, and yields hide for the manufacture of the Thanthania slippers. If 
the Hindu sheds cow’s blood by striking it with any weapon, he must perform 
a penance. So sacred then is this cow to the Hindu! The Hindu prostrates 
himself at its feet and worships it. 

A fine hairy god is this cow. Its touch brings the water into the Hindu’s 
mouth by awakening in him dear recollections of the delicious taste of cream 
and butter. It also conjures up before him a vision of the Thanthania slippers, 
as well as of the curds and sweetmeats which are served up at his feasts. And 
there are also the boiled rice, the soup of pulses, and the hodge-podge. Ah! 
how delicious, how savoury all these are! Stupid Europe and stupid America, 
why don’t you too worship this hairy god? Can your brown loaf and your 
curry and cutlet, pie and roast beef compare for a moment with the milk-white, 
bud-like boiled rice? As for you Mussalmans, you are certainly monsters, or 
you could not find it in your hearts to sever the neck of this god from the trunk 
with an axe. 

How holy, how beautiful and how meek and gentle is this bovine god of 
ours! Let us then embrace it. O bovine god! there is nothing in and of 
you, but is useful. Your golden dung is a powerful disinfectant. O Medical 
College, and charitable hospitals in general, why do you waste so much money 
on Phenyle, on Carbolic lotion, and on Condy’s fluid? Use cow-dung and 
you will have a powerful disinfectant free of charge. Only you must incur 
some expense in buying cotton for both doctors and patients to stop up their 
noses. As for the cow-dung cakes, they ought to dispense with the necessity 
of clearing the Sunderbuns for fuel wood. 

The people of Calcutta are stupid. If they could save the large number of 
cow-gods that are killed every day by Mussalman monsters, their dung would 
supply them with all the fuel they might want. Thank you Babu Sheobux 
Bagla, for no one has learnt this lesson in political economy so well as you. 
We highly commend your learning. We only wonder why your name has in 
it something like the ring of Elahi Bux and Kader Bux. Your worthy brother, 
too, now sits securely in Calcutta after exciting the anger of the Mussalmans of 
Rangoon. 

Who can recount all the virtues of this cow-dung ? O you sinner! o you 
man, returned from England! drink but one draught of this cow-dung solution, 
and you will be perfectly cleansed of your sins. Wonderful are you, o bovine 
god! you are useful to us and the world in every way, and hence it is that 
Mahadev has chosen you of all animals to bear him on your back. 

The Hindu of the Gorakshani Sabha after singing the praises of the cow- 
god in this manner at last leaves it reluctantly and is about to go away: 

he Mussalman monster now arrives on the spot. It is a fine fat cow and has 
been purchased for a proper consideration. The time for sacrifice. too, is arrived: 
Why not then, annoy the villainous Hindu who was hugging it pe heartily by 
killing it under his eyes ? So the Mussalman raises a dreadful yell of “¢‘ Bismilla 


Sir Charles Crosthwaite. 
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Allaho Akbar,” and quick as lightning his sharp axe severs the head of the cow 
from its body. The Hindu retraces his steps, but seeing the sudden transforma- 
tion of his cow-god he cries out, ‘Ram! Ram!”, spits at the sight of the 
abomination, and is off in a moment. As he walks away he mutters to himself— 
“] will report this matter to the Magistrate, to the Municipal Vice-Chairman, 
to the Amrita Bazar Patrika, and to Sriman Swami if I can find out his 
address. You vile Mlechchha, you Javan, I will have you transported for this 
act of sacrilege. ‘T'he Collector’s Head Clerk is a friend of mine, and you 
vile Mussalman will feel the consequences of this act.” The cow is a god of the 


Hindu, and is therefore immortal. As the Hindu walks away he is startled 


to hear a feeble lowing sound proceeding from the bloody head of the cow. 
The severed head addresses the Hindu as follows :—‘‘ My child! only five 
minutes ago you honoured me as your god, and now that I am killed you spit 
and retch with loathing. Is my holy body then converted in five minutes 
into a mass of putrid filth ? QO Hindu! you are a hypocrite and an ungrateful 
wretch. When a bentfactor of yours is killed, do you run away from its corpse, 
or clasp it to your breast ? Your conduct towards me shows that it is a habit 
with you to run away.” 

he above is not a figment of our brain. Sucha scene can be witnessed 
every day. The Hindu as much loathes the cow when killed as he reveres it 
when living. In Hindu homes beef is thought even more loathsome than 
ordure. The reason why the Hindus are now making such a clamour against 
cow-slaugher is that they may not have unholy beef near their abodes. Beef 
is in the eye of the Hindu as much loathsome and contaminating as is pork 
in the eye of the Mussalman. The Mussalman loathes swine both alive and 
dead, but the Hindu who reveres the cow while living loathes it when dead. 
This shows the sincerity of the Mussalman and the hypocrisy of the Hindu. 
The Amrita Bazar Patrika has amused himself by quoting a conversation 
between a Christian and a Sonthal. The Sonthal reasons as follows :—The 
Hindu eats only rice, pulses and hodge-podge, while the Mussalman eats beef in 
addition, ergo the Mussalman is superior to the Hindu. Again, the Christian eats 
pork which is not eaten by the Mussalman, ergo the Christian is superior to the 
Mussalman. Lastly, the Sonthal eats rats and dog’s flesh, food not eaten by the 
Christian, ergo the Sonthal is superior to the Christian. The Amrita Bazar 
himself thus shows that beef is as unholy to the Hindu as pork or dog’s flesh. 
This shows what hypocrites the Hindus are. 


If the Hindus consider the cow as a sacred animal, they may feel pained at 
its slaughter near their houses or temples, but they cannot feel as if their 
houses or temples were contaminated by such slaughter. We request the 
Hindus not to spit any longer when they see cows slaughtered. The Amrita 
Bazar Patrika, too, should not hold his handkerchief to his nose when he sees 
such a sight. 


67. The Bangavasi of the 23rd September has learnt that malaria is raging 
i. | _ in about twenty or twenty-two villages near Narain- 
we in the Midnapore dis- hati within the jurisdiction of the Dobra thana in 
the Midnapore district, and that there are neither 

doctors nor kabirajes to give medical help to the people. 


68. The Sanjivani of the 23rd September is sorry that Sir Henry Norman 
, Sag has resigned his appointment to the Viceroyalty of 
one Henry Norman’s resigna- Jndia, The writer was delighted at his appoint- 
ment because he is a man who has risen from the 
situation of a clerk to his present high position, because he loves peace, and 
because, it is said, that he and his daughters have devoted their lives to the good 
of mankind. It is very unfortunate therefore that he has resigned the 
appointment after having accepted it. 


69. The same paper has heard that before offering his apology to Raja 
ee | __- Suryya Kanta, Mr. Phillips came down to Calcutta 
Saryve 1 ae apology to Raja on the 28rd August last with the object of asking 
ee : Government to meet all his expenses in the suit 
instituted against him by the Raja. But Sir Antony MacDonnell is not Sir 
Charles Elliott, and Mr. Phillips did not succeed in his purpose. It is also said 
that it was at Sir Antony’s advice that he wrote the letter of apology. 


BaNGAVaSsI, 
Sept. 23rd, 1893. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 23rd, 1893. 


SANJIVANI. 
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BaNGAVASI, 
Sept. 23rd, 1893. 
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70. The Bangavasi of the 23rd September has the following in an article 
on “ Travelling in India in aeptecok = | days ” :— 
ailway and pre-railway travel- Manliness was one of the essential qualifications 
Ling. of a traveller in those days, and no one would do 
any travelling unless there was some urgent necessity for it. T'here were not, 
indeed, then so many do-nothing globe-trotters, but there were many real 
travellers and much necessary travelling. The globe-trotter of the day is 
always travelling for pleasure’s sake, but he never gets the benefit of his travels, 
Indeed, the advantages of travel are seldom, if ever, obtained from railway travel- 
ling, which can neither be an education nor an enjoyment to him who under- 
takes it. In spite of its undoubted comforts and conveniences, the railway has 
robbed travelling of its poetry and romance. The iron road which stretches 
from one end of the country to the other has destroyed the glory and fame of 
many localities, and in not a few instances has divested even natural scenery of 
that majesty which always belonged to it. Even the natural beauty and 
icturesqueness of secluded spots like hermitages seems*to have deserted them 
in these days of the railway. The constant tread of human feet has vulgarised 
those places and robbed them of their sanctity. Thanks to the railway, the 
beautiful and the picturesque in distant places have lost half their charm and 
beauty. 
tt was not such in the pre-railway days. ‘Travelling was then an arduous 
and difficult task, but it was not barren of results. The traveller in those days 
was able to make himself acquainted with the country and its inhabitants. 
How different is the lot of the railway traveller of the day who cannot even 
make the acquaintance of the few railway stations through which he must pass! 
The crowd of passengers in a railway train is vast and dense like a wilderness. 
There are immense crowds, but not one passenger is animated by any kindly 
feeling for his fellow-passengers, while there are not a few among those crowds 
who can only be called wild animals in human shape. These seize every oppor- 
tunity to bite, wound and even kill their fellows, and the dim light of the 
carriage lamps, instead of being a check upon their fighting propensities, rather 
encourages them to such acts. It is true that in the pre-railway days the roads 
were infested with thugs and dacoits and wild animals, but it is also true that 
in those days men had sympathy and kindness for fellowmen. In those 
days there were sadabratus. (free and open establishments for feeding tra- 
dh sannyasis, &c., in the country, beautiful natural scenery, and warm 
genial exchange of kindness, charity and gratitude between man and man. 
Not to speak of sadhus, sannyasis and bond fide pilgrims, even wealthy 
Babus and Europeans did not think it beneath their dignity to seek the 
hospitality of the village gentry, and to rest and refresh themselves in their 
houses in the course of their travels. The villagers thus learnt and practised the 
duties of hospitality, and these travels were the means of generating friendly 
feelings between householder and sannyasi, rich and poor, native and European. 
But all this has changed at the present time, and the change has been effected 
by the railway. The railway has robbed man of his manliness, and the iron 
car has made his nature and dispositon hard as iron. Of all things imported 
from England, it is the railway that has effected the greatest revolution in native 
society, while it has led to important physcial and political changes inIndia. 
In 1801 it took Lord Wellesley no less than eight months to make a tour 
through the North-Western Provinces up to only Cawnpore and Lucknow. 
Such a protracted tour was certainly calculated to induce the Governor-General 
of the day to cultivate a better and a fuller acquaintance with the people of the 
country than can be done by the Viceroys of the present time who traverse the 
whole length and breadth of the country in a week. The Europeans in those 
days possessed a more intimate knowledge of the country and its people than 1s 
gece by se Pe geen at the present time. They knew and esteemed 
natives on their part liked them mach, sed ded nee eee 
mily ins datoyed tat ration en 2% fee them so mach. Th 
“You will ‘ak all th: pane Leptciays harive and Anglo-Indian. 
if is may be true and it certainly sounds sweet; but 


travelling in those days was attend i i 
: ed with : m 
answer 1s that the case is no serious danger to life. Well, my 


better now, for every one must die at the time 
appointed for him. But there is this difference Sirsa travelling in the 


ea 


pre-railway days and travelling at the present time, that whereas a traveller had 
then to set out on his journey with only his life in hand, a traveller now-a-days 


has to get into a railway carriage with not only his life but also his caste in 
hand. And if he comes back with his life, it is certain that he can never come 
back with his caste. The railway has been the ruin of the people’s (@fS) caste. 


71. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 24th September says that Darnix-o-Samacnar 


Sir William Wedderburn’s article in the New Review 
will in some measure open the eyes of the English 
public to the mischief that is being done by the 
officials in cow-slaughter quarrels. The official reports about these quarrels will 
certainly acquit the officials of ail blame. It is therefore necessary that the 
people of India should, even at the risk of displeasing the officials, lay the true 
facts of the case before the English public. 


The English public and the cow- 
slaughter question. 


72. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 26th September has the Damrr-o-Samacnar 


following :— 

India may benefit a little from the discussion 
of its affairs in the English Parliament and at the meetings and conferences of 
Englishmen. But they are certainly mistaken who consider such discussion to 
be a panacea for all her ills and evils. The English are an intensly selfish 
people, and their selfishness is the secret of the success which they have 
achieved in the world within a short time. ‘They have an inordinate notion of 
the importance of all their own institutions, spiritual and temporal, and 
whatever is not British is worthless in their eyes. Even their altruism is mixed 
with this selfishness or sense of self-importance. It is therefore clear that 
those Indian topics which involve no question of English interest will never attract 
the attention of the general English public, whether inside or outside Parlia- 
ment, however much they may attract the attention of a few extremely philan- 
thropic Englishmen. ‘The story of India’s grievances may cause excitement in 
the heart of the British public, but that excitement will be as shortlived as that 
which is caused by sceing an exciting scene at a theatre. That the English 
people take so much interest in the propagation of Christianity in India is 
because they have to pay a large sum of money out of their pockets for the 
support of the missionaries who come out here as preachers. The present crusade 
against opium has their support simply because their interest is involved in the 
matter. How many members of Parliament take any interest in the discussion 
of Indian questions? <A good many of them joined in the protest against the 
currency legislation simply because English interests were involved in the matter. 
Whenever the question of leave, furlough and exchange allowances for Anglo- 
Indians is discussed in Parliament, the members take a kcen interest in the 
discussion. On the other hand, notwithstanding the well-known financial 
dificulties of the Government of India, how many members of Parliament took 
part in the discussion of the Indian budget ? And some of those who did take 
any partin that discussion expressed themselves against reduction of expenditure. 
This shows the nature of the interest which the English people and the English 
Parliament take in the affairs of India. 


India in England. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI 'T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, | 


The 30th September 1893. 
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Sept. 21th, 1893, 


CHANDRIKA, 
Sept. 26th, 1893. 
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